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Minutes of meeting held Thursday 15th April 2010

                                  www.whitehillsanddistrict.co.uk 

Present: Ross Balharry, Duncan Leece, Denis Askham, Anne Balharry,  Charles Findlay, Alan Stewart. 
Also present: Adrianne Forsyth, Alasdair Watson, Councillors Cox & Mair, Kyle Ritchie (Banffie), Michelle Reynard.
1. Apologies: Cyril Harcus, Councillor Gray, Sgt. Ian Cameron (Grampian Police). 
2. Adoption of previous minutes: Proposed by Anne, seconded by Chas.
3. Matters Arising:

> Planters: Ross & Chas confirmed that Bob Simpson would deliver 10 of them next month. They are steel galvanised with the letters WDCC marked on. The cemetery gates will also be replaced by new galvanised ones.
> Whitehills Leaflet: Denis reported that distribution is going well. Another batch will be ordered soon with the local village map amended slightly. Alan asked for some.
> CC Website: Ross suggested our link should be made available to other sites. Councillor Cox suggested a ‘you tube’ link & video. Denis to action.             
> Boyndie Turbine Walk: Some trees & reinstatement still to be done. The sign showing technical details of the turbines has been removed. Duncan will chase up.  
> Youngsters Activities: Duncan said that Michelle & Adrianne were interested in this venture. The discussion included disclosures, safety issues & possible affiliation to other groups. Alan volunteered to assist as he is qualified in first aid. Viability of the proposed venture will be monitored. Michelle left the meeting.
4. Treasurer’s Report: Anne highlighted the main details. 

Income: Bank Interest, £0.60: Toilet box collection, £24.00: Xmas lights collection, £20.00.

Expenditure: Nil.
Current balance of the main account is £6443.55 Gift account is £26359.47. The Windfarm Account is £27913.45.
5. Public Toilets Upgrade: Duncan & Ross met with Paul Redford who can do all the upgrading. The toilet flush system, wash basins & cubicle doors will be replaced. A pre-made baby changing unit will be installed plus tiling & painting. There is no space for disabled toilets. Quote to follow.
Ross will contact Aberdeenshire Council as there is no hot water supply.
6. Banffshire Way: Denis attended a meeting with Councillor Cox & Eleanor Munro, Aberdeenshire Council. The planned coastal path between Whitehills & Boyne Quarry is to be completed in 2011. This is a key link in the project & will allow access west towards the disused railway route in Portsoy. Councillor Cox said Seafield Estates should be notified officially of the proposals. He will speak to Eleanor.
7. RAF Banff Airfield Trust Visit & Community Fund Application: An application has been received from Dr Hossack, RAF Banff Association. They require seedcorn funding to develop a business plan to preserve & record the history of the ‘drome. A total of £5000 will comprise of £2000 from Aberdeenshire Council, £2000 from the CC Windfarm Fund & £1000 from RAF Banff Association. CC members agreed to part fund the project. 
8a. Correspondence:  
- Alison Roberts, Aberdeenshire Council: ‘No dog fouling’ signs. Low Shore will be looked at to see if the area is suitable for these signs.

- Aberdeenshire Citizens’ Panel: ‘Viewpoint’ newsletter.
8b. Planning Issues:

- 13 Grant Street: Alterations & extension to dwelling house.
- Harbour Place, Whitehills: Change of use & alterations of office to café.
- Harbour Place, Whitehills: Erection of 3 no. signboards.
- Premier Store: Alterations & extension to shop for storage.
9. Police Matters: Denis received apologies from Sgt Cameron. There were no significant incidents to report.
10. AOCB
> A new sign is being erected for Ladysbridge Cottages. 
> Alan was concerned of parked traffic congestion on narrow streets such as Ogilvie Street in case of emergency services requirements. 
> Adrianne gave Denis her digital camera which may have suitable images of the area for our website.
> Councillor Mair spoke about the removable goalposts & nets on the football pitch.
DONM – Meeting & AGM on Thursday 20th May 1900 hours at Whitehills Primary School.        
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