Whitehills & District Community Council

Minutes of meeting held at Whitehills School

Thursday 17th February, 2011, 7.00pm.
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Attending:  Ross Balharry (Chairman), Adrianne Forsyth, Charles Findlay, Cyril Harcus, Anne Balharry, Duncan Leece. Alan Stewart. Also attending for part of the meeting, Constable Joanne Wilson, Grampian Police. 

Apologies: Denis Askham, Alasdair Watson, Cllr I Gray, Cllr J Mair.

Police Matters:  

1.       Constable Wilson informed the group about significant vandalism that had occurred to plant and equipment at the Ladysbridge building development site. She asked for any information to be passed on to Police. 

2.       On 20th Jan. a joint GP/SSPCA operation in the Banffshire area had seized dogs suspected to be used for illegal fighting. She asked the public to be vigilant for signs of such activity in remote farm buildings, disused properties, etc. 

3.       A document was handed to the CC, explaining new policies for Police dealing with Travelling People. 

Minutes of meeting 20th Jan 2011, adopted as correct (CH proposed, CF seconded). 

Matters Arising: 

1.       CF reported that the cement finishing he had put at the base of the new flagpole, had been broken deliberately. He would attempt to rectify when he could. 

2.       RB/CF had progressed repair of one of the Christmas light displays by returning it to the manufacturer, who had repaired it FOC. 

3.       It was noted that Planning Consent had been granted for a house to be on land in Knock Street, despite W&DCC having expressed a wish for it to remain as public amenity land. 

4.       CH had constructed an excellent new wooden dispenser for the free ‘doggie bags’ which he planned to site at The Hythe area. It is a wooden construction, thereby avoiding the rusting problem experienced with previous models. 

5.       Despite assurances from Aberdeenshire Council, no progress had been made ensuring rectification of the raised manhole covers in Knock Avenue. RB agreed to take this further.

6.       AF reported that The Parents Council were pleased to hear that W&DCC and Aberdeenshire Council Roads Officer would join them to assess the traffic issues on roads surrounding the school. RB would work with AF to set up appropriate times/dates for site visits. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

AB outlined all transactions that had occurred throughout the month, and summarised by assuring that sufficient and healthy balances remained in all accounts. 

(General Ac £5654.45, Gift Ac £20,206.76, Windfarm Ac £30,229.75).

Storage Shed:

CF showed drawings and specifications for a new shed, replacing the one at the rear of the public toilets. He had sought proper advice, and for the size we required, Planning Consent was not needed.  The new shed would be of sufficient size and quality to allow storage of all equipment W&DCC possessed, including the Christmas lights. The total cost, including erection, would be £2650, and all agreed that this project should proceed. RB would investigate insurance for the new structure and contents. 

Boyndie Broadband: 

DL informed the group that at very long last, the LEADER grant funding applications had been successful, and circa £75K should become available to address the broadband problem in Boyndie (90% from LEADER, 10% from W&DCC). There were a number of implementation and management issues still to be resolved, and he would investigate those, with the help of Cllr Gray. That done, all agreed that a public meeting  for Boyndie residents and business, would probably be the best way to kick-off this project. DL will suggest a date once project details become clearer, but expected that to be within the next two months. 

Correspondence:

1.       Jimmy Harold would like to erect a seat at Blackpots, to commemorate his late wife. W&DCC welcomed this, and expressed condolences to Mr Harold. 

2.       A broken seat at the harbour was reported, and will be replaced. 

3.       Notification had been received that, after considerable delay, hot water should be reinstated at the public toilets very soon. However, RB reported that the Council’s plumbing contractor had inexplicably removed one of the new ‘timed’ water taps we installed, leaving a hole in our new sink. This was highly annoying, considering the expense of this special item, and RB had written to Rab Birnie asking for it to be replaced.

4.       Planning applications were noted for a site at Inverboyndie, and erection of a conservatory at a property in Seafield St., neither of which caused any concern. 

5.       A retrospective Planning Application was noted for erection of the plastic-covered boat storage building in the compound at the Marina. This had been the subject of much adverse comment from local residents, and W&DCC agreed that it was an entirely unsuitable structure for a prime tourism venue within our village. RB agreed to register W&DCC’s view accordingly.   

6.       Note was taken that the ‘Banffie’ had been good enough to publish our piece, thanking all those involved in erecting and taking down the Christmas lights. 

7.       Aberdeenshire Council budget briefing papers were received and noted.

AOCB

1.       Fiona McRitchie had submitted various grant funding applications for equipment and projects for the school. DL, AF and RB would meet with her to take these forward. 

2.       CH reported that washing poles at the west end of the village had come loose in the ground. It was agreed that this was really a matter for residents who use them, but CF agreed to have a quick look, in case it was a simple job to fix them. 

3.       DL updated on a promise we had made in response to Ladysbridge resident, Horace Gilbert, to supply hardcore etc to upgrade a section of footpath leading to Boyndie. Unfortunately, the landowner did not wish this to be done, and all agreed with HG that this idea should not be pursued.  

DONM.    17th March, 7.00pm.
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