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Minutes of meeting held Thursday 18th June 2009

                                  www.whitehillsanddistrict.co.uk 

Present: Ross Balharry, Duncan Leece, Denis Askham, Anne Balharry, Charles Findlay, Cyril Harcus, Alan Milne, Babs Downie, Alan Stewart.
Also present: Councillor Gray, Councillor Mair & Sgt. Crowther (G Police) 
1. Apologies: Councillor Cox, Brian Hendrie.                     
2. Grampian Police Matters: Sgt. Crowther said there were no underlying issues in our area. Some thefts of fuel from boats in adjoining areas had occurred. Chas remarked that some graffiti was prevalent in the village.
Following a general discussion, Ross thanked Sgt. Crowther who then left the meeting.
3. Adoption of 21/05/2009 minutes: Proposed by Alan S, seconded by Cyril.
4. Matters Arising: 

> Puffin Energy: Denis said recent noise levels had increased again. Ross was convinced that Christine Gore’s recent detailed response would ensure the company were following official planning consent guidelines.
> Application for Windfarm Fund Grant: MaC (Music & Children) run by Sara Oakes recently applied for part-funding for their ‘Resource Box’. We have determined that the majority of the young children reside within our CC area. A grant of £465 has been unanimously agreed by members.
> Coastal Path Erosion: Councillor Gray has spoken to Ian Tillot who will look at the situation.
> Old School courtyard: Two barrels of flowers have been sited. A bench has also been earmarked for the area. 
5. Treasurer’s report: Anne highlighted the main details. 

Income: Xmas Lights Collection, £15.00: Interest, £0.08:
Expenditure: Dallachy Cottage, £1480: Sign Etchings, £67.30: Hosting Windfarm AGM, £38.11: 
Current balance of the main account is £8328.13 Gift account is £27960.87. The Windfarm Account is £18758.87.
6. Theatre Modo Youth Project: Denis met with Martin Danziger & Katie Maclean. Items discussed were; Theme of the event would probably be Redwell Ghouls. Procession to start at 1930 hours from Redwell Court thro’ the main streets to playing fields. CC to have banners as publicity. Denis & Duncan will meet next week to action.   
7.  Boyne Castle Access/Footpath: Duncan & Denis met Lynn & Bill Pitt from Portsoy. The Pitts objective is to halt the decline of Boyne Castle & campaign for some restoration work. We discussed the original access file & a possible footpath to the area. Lynn & Bill will pursue their objective with Historic Scotland etc. We will arrange a meeting with Andrew Norville, Seafields Estate & meet up with the Pitts in the near future.
8. Xmas Lights: James Innes entered the meeting & said he has a site meeting next week with a rep. from Blanchere Illumination, Ladybank, Fife. 
James will come back with prices etc.
9. Calendar 2010: Ross has looked through the 2 CD’s from Banffshire Heritage Museum. Some images may be used. Duncan suggested Turriff Printers could be utilised for the task.
10. Banff Police Contact: Is now Brian “Barney” MacFarlane, clerical officer/receptionist at Banff. Tel. no. is 01224 304828. Minutes & dates & agendas of CC meetings to be emailed to him at Brian.Macfarlane@grampian.pnn.police.uk  
11. Correspondence: 
- Aberdeenshire Council B & B Area Committee: Approved £26,000 to Banffshire Partnership.
- Transport & Infastructure: Proposals of mandatory 20 mph in the Knock Street, Knock Avenue area of the village.
- Scottish Natural Heritage: Email from Kate Rigby. “Cashback for Community Funds” Round 3.    
- Aberdeenshire Community Planning Partnership: Village SOS leaflet.
- Colin Miller: Acknowledged receipt of the 22 questionnaires sent by Ross.  
12. Planning Issues:

- Louise Byrne, 41 Knock Street. FPP for alterations to house & erection of garage.
- Boyndie Wind Energy Ltd. FPP for variation of Condition 18 of PP.
13. AOCB

>Alan S said weeds are growing through in Reidhaven Street. Councillor Gray will speak to Ian Tillot.
>Anne wondered if we could place “No Dogs Allowed” signs on Low Shore.

>Chas. suggested new cemetery gates would be beneficial. Galvanised with solid steel bolts & fitted for £700. All members agreed. Councillor Gray will mention this to Ian Tillot.  
> Denis will speak to Kay Beaton ref: a Whitehills tri-fold information brochure. 
> Alan S.  Re: weekend camp for Scouts on playing fields.
> Councillor Gray. An extra 4 lights detailed for Reidhaven Street.
> Chas. Barrels made of cement may be cost effective in the future to replace wooden ones. They are produced locally.
DONM - Thursday 20th August 2009. 1900 hours at Whitehills Primary School.        
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