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Minutes of meeting held Thursday 17th September 2009

                                  www.whitehillsanddistrict.co.uk 

Present: Ross Balharry, Duncan Leece, Denis Askham, Anne Balharry, Cyril Harcus, Alan Milne. 
Also present: Councillor Cox & Leanne Carter (Banffie), Insp. M McLaughlin (Grampian Police).
1. Apologies: Charles Findlay, Babs Downie, Councillor Gray, Councillor Mair.
2. Grampian Police Matters. Inspector McLaughlin said there were no significant incidents to report. Duncan mentioned a reported incident at the Boyndie Visitors Centre which awaits feedback. 
The Inspector was thanked & left the meeting.
3. Adoption of 20/08/2009 minutes: Proposed by Anne, seconded by Cyril.
4. Matters Arising: 

> Puffin Energy. A proposal to erect an industrial building to house a Biomass Fuelled Power Plant & 20m stack will be looked at in detail on the Aberdeenshire Planning website.
> Proposed Youth Club in Village. Plans underway with Aberdeenshire Council assistance to assess viability of the project. CC may assist with start-up funding if appropriate. 
> Whitehills Leaflet. Denis has completed the draft leaflet. He will forward to Kay Beaton. 500 copies to be printed.
> Cemetery Gates. Should be completed within the next 6 weeks.
> Boyne Castle: Denis has written to Historic Scotland. Awaiting reply.
> Xmas Lights. James Innes has ordered the “option 2” @ £4,233 +vat as agreed last month. This includes a big light display for Redwell Court plus ‘shooting star’ type decorations.
> Reidhaven Street lights. The project has commenced.   
> Cemetery: Ross has written to Ian Tillot about mole activity & left over grass cuttings.
5. Treasurer’s report: Anne highlighted the main details. 

Income: Xmas lights collection, £0.00: Interest, £0.59: Calendars, £148.50:  Toilet box collection, £19.00.
Expenditure:  J & A Ingram Keys, £20.00: D Robertson painter, £103.00: Lidl soap, £3.15. 
Current balance of the main account is £6347.45. Gift account is £27960.87. The Windfarm Account is £33367.19.
6. Poppy wreath: Denis to arrange.
7. New footpath from Ladysbridge: Ross, Duncan & Denis previously discussed this on site. We feel that the proposed footpath should go ahead without the planned lighting & tarmac. This will complete a ‘West Route’ from Ladysbridge to Whitehills.
The Community Action Plan still prioritises a main walking route on the B9121
between Ladysbridge & Whitehills. Ross will contact Darren Ross, Local Planning Officer for discussion.  
8a. Correspondence: 
- Grant Eckersley, “Greystones”, 22 Seafield Street emailed Denis for any relevant photos of Whitehills. Ross will contact Grant with information.
- Stanley Bruce, chair of Banffshire Maritime & Heritage Association has asked for a donation towards the latest volume of his book, “Whitehills through the Years”. Ross will contact Mr Bruce for more details.
- B & B Area Committee has approved full planning permission for the Bothy, Low Shore.
- Transport & Infastructure. 3 week road closure between A97 Blacklaw & A95 Lodgehills. 21/09/09 to 11/10/09.
- Aberdeenshire Community Planning Partnership. Change of CC representative on the Community Planning Executive.
- Scottish Ambulance Service. Leaflet entitled, ‘Our Future Strategy’.
- Aberdeenshire Citizen’s Panel. Viewpoint leaflet entitled, ‘Alcohol & Other Drugs’. 
8b. Planning Issues:
- Loch Street, Whitehills. Former community hall converted to a dwelling house.
- Mr & Mrs Perry. ‘Gables’, West End. Extension to form a sun lounge.
- Mr Peter Cunz. Boyne Mill, Boyndie. Change of use & alteration to mill to form dwelling house, including bay window & balcony.
- Puffin Power. Erect an industrial building to house a Biomass Fuelled Power Plant & 20m stack.
13. AOCB

> Duncan mentioned the date of the next Banff & Buchan LPGC meeting at Crudie School. 28th October. Invitations to follow.
> Denis will email Brian Hendrie re: the new ‘Banffie’ column entitled, “News from the Pews”. Brian may want to publicise local forthcoming church items.
DONM - Thursday 22nd October 1900 hours at Whitehills Primary School.        
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